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Grand Teton National Park News Release  
 

LIGHTNING STRIKES START MULTIPLE FIRES  
IN GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARK 

 
Several fires were ignited by a late afternoon lightning storm that passed through Grand Teton 

National Park on Sunday, August 10. At 5:30 p.m., Highway 26/89/191 was temporarily closed for 

public safety between Moose Junction and the park's south boundary due to the Blacktail Fire and 

was reopened to through traffic at 8:35 p.m. The Blacktail Fire also temporarily closed the Gros 

Ventre Road from Highway 26/89/191 to the town of Kelly and required the evacuation of 

campers from the Gros Ventre Campground. The Gros Ventre Road will remain closed overnight 

and the Gros Ventre Campground will also remain closed until further notice. 

  

The fast moving, lightning-caused Blacktail Fire began about 4:00 p.m. in the sagebrush flats east 
of the Jackson Hole Airport as the active thunderstorm passed through the area. Approximately 50 
interagency firefighters immediately responded to the fire. Multiple Teton County and other 
interagency fire engines and water tender trucks also responded in an attempt to keep the fire on 
the eastside of the highway. An air tanker made two fire retardant drops onto the fire at 7:30 p.m. 
The Blacktail Fire is currently listed as 500 acres.    
 
In addition to the Blacktail Fire, seven other lightning-caused fires began with passage of the storm 
cell. At present, two of these fires were contained at .1 of an acre, two fires are burning in remote 
locations and currently not staffed, one spot fire was extinguished, one fire in the Potholes area 
south of Signal Mountain was controlled, and the Lozier Fire - just north of the Pacific Creek Road 
junction off Highway 89/287 - is contained at one-half acre. The Lozier Fire will be staffed 
overnight by five fire crew members and a fire engine. 
 
With multiple lightning strikes occurring throughout the afternoon and evening, it is likely that 
additional new fires will be discovered on Monday. For more information about fires in Grand 
Teton National Park and the greater Jackson Hole area, visit the web at www.tetonfires.com 
 
All primary roads and visitor services are open in Grand Teton National Park, except the 
Gros Ventre Campground. The Town of Jackson, Wyoming is not threatened by this fire and 
all businesses remain open. 
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